
The Saint Joseph Women’s Society are friends in faith who share the Gospel; serve the 

parish, community, and world; and mold strong Catholic women leaders. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Meditation 
February is designated as “Heart Month”, 
with a particular focus on women’s heart 
health.  I suppose this is due to St. 
Valentine’s Day celebrated on the 
fourteenth, and retail promotions focusing on 
red hearts and symbols of love.  
 
This brings to mind, 1 Corinthians 13, verse 
4-7 and 13, often read at weddings.   
Love is patient and kind; it is not jealous or 
conceited or proud; love is not ill-mannered 
or selfish or irritable; love does not keep a 
record of wrongs; love is not happy with evil 
but is happy with truth.  Love never gives up; 
and its faith. hope, and patience never fails.  
….Meanwhile these three remain: faith, 
hope, and love; and the greatest of these is 
love. 
Can living these verses promote a healthier 
heart?                                      Edith Teyssier 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 
Scrapbook Committee 

 

The next meeting of this committee will be at 
6:30 on Feb. 23rd at the home of Julie 
Rotureau. (jrotureau@familyhonor.org).  We 
need your photos from the past year and 
scrapbook surplus items such as borders, 
lettering, 12 x 12 background sheets, 
liturgical and seasonal decorations, glue 
dots, etc.   Most importantly, we need those 
photos from events, ceremonies, and 
speaker presentations.  You can bring items 
on Sunday to the SJWS meeting, contact 
Julie about what  you have, or join the 
committee on the 23rd!  

 
 
 

 
 

.   
 

Community Outreach 
Palmetto Project’s Snack Pack Program 
 
The Snack Pack ministry provides weekend 
food to children who qualify for free or 
reduced-price school lunches.  Saint Joseph 
Women's Society became interested in the 
program when Nell Killoy of the Palmetto 
Project made a presentation at the 
November meeting.   
 
Mary Reeves and Peggy Britt have been 
investigating the requirements for the 
Women's Society getting involved.  They 
visited a site where food is packaged and 
delivered to a school and spoke to people 
who work on this effort.  At the Women’s 
Society Annual Meeting in January, the 
membership approved SJWS beginning to 
work with the Snack Pack Program.   
 
The food for the Snack Packs will be 
provided by the Palmetto Project.  It will be 
delivered to our St Vincent De Paul Pantry 
where storage and packaging will be done.   
We have been assigned to deliver our 
packages to Brennan Elementary School.  
St. Vincent de Paul Society is providing the 
space to store and pack the snack packs.  
 
This ministry kicks off this week.  The plan is 
to receive and pack the food on Thursdays 
and deliver to the school on Fridays.  
Volunteers will be needed throughout the 
Spring on Thursdays for packaging Snack 
Packs and on Friday for delivering them to 
the school.  To volunteer give Mary Reeves 
a call at 353-9954. 
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Message from President 

Gwen Skipper 
January was a very busy month for us.  Thank 
you to all of the members who accepted 
committee leadership roles.  Such participation 
is very important for our society to function well. 
The Annual Meeting was well attended with 
seventy present and three new members joining 
the Society.  Welcome to Mary Jo Cavanaugh, 
Mary Urbanek and Gayle Michaelis.   
 
I thank you for the trust that you placed in me by 
electing me as president for another term.  I look 
forward to working with the new board; Linda 
Oliver- Vice President; Julie Rotureau-Secretary; 
Beverly Stricklin-Treasurer and Libit Woodington 
-Past President.  My thanks to Rebecca Hamby 
and Regina Spell for their contributions to the 
leadership team for the past two years.   
 
Regina Spell, SJWS nominee for Catholic 
Woman of the year, was recognized at the 
meeting by Claire Wagner.  The Pastry Place 
provided our lunch. The Fashion Exchange of 
Chapin and Revente’s Second Chances of 
Columbia provided fashions that were modeled 
by our very own member-models.  The fashion 
show was enjoyed by all.    Do you have an idea 
for next year’s meeting?  Let me hear from you. 
 
The  parish Clergy Appreciation event was held 
on February 1.  The Women’s Society worked 
with the Knights of Columbus, St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, Lay Carmelites, PTO, Scouts, 
Youth Group and Choir.  About 150 people 
attended.  Monsignor Harris, Father Gray and 
Deacon Skipper expressed their appreciation for 
the event.  I hope to see you at the meeting on 
Feb/ 15th.    Bring a friend! 

 

2015 Dues Reminder 

Dues ($20) should be sent to Treasurer, Beverly 
Stricklin at 5516 Lakeshore Dr, Apt. 601, 
Columbia, 29206. Or drop the check in the 
Sunday collection or at the church office in an 
envelope labeled “Women’s Society”.   Please 
make checks payable to Saint Joseph Women’s 
Society and include a message telling your e-
mail address or if you prefer that information be 
sent to you by US Mail. A form on the last page 
of this newsletter can be used if you wish 

SCCCW Convention 
 

The 2015 SCCCW Convention is to be held this 
year at the Embassy Suites Golf Resort and 
Conference Center in Greenville, South Carolina 
on March 20-22.   
 
The convention theme is and She said  
“YES!”  Marlene Grover, SCCCW President , 
commented. “Our patroness the Blessed Mother, 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, assures us of her 
maternal care and guidance so that we may 
more easily know the will of her son, Jesus.  Her 
inspiration and the examples of other religious 
women are a constant reminder of who we are 
as Catholic women, what we can accomplish, 
and those we can serve.  These are the models 
of Spirituality, Leadership, and Service that the 
women of SCCCW are called to be.” 
 
The Most Rev. Robert E. Guglielmone will 
celebrate Mass on Saturday at 5:00pm at the 
Embassy Suites. A banquet will follow.   
 
The convention project will be for the “St. Clare’s 
Home of Joyful Hope”, a home in Greenville for 
unwed mothers who want to keep their babies.  
This project will help women who are 
experiencing a crisis pregnancy.  The women 
will receive classes in parenting, finances, and 
job skills so that they will be able to eventually 
support their children. 
 
It’s not too late to say, “I want to be involved in 
the Convention.”  

 You might ask friends and businesses within 
parishes or community to support 
convention booklet by buying Ads.  

 You might be interested in the Honors and 
Memorials program or the Market Basket 
fund raiser. 

 For room reservation information call 
Embassy Suites 864-676-9090 or 800-362-
2779 before February 15 (mention SCCCW-
Room Rate $124/night)   
 

Join the growing number of St. Joseph Women’s 
Society at the convention.  Contact Gwen 
Skipper for more information. 
 ( gwenskip@bellsouth.net  or call 345-2250) 
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A Note from Janet 

  
After retiring from teaching high school 
English, I volunteered to teach in an adult 
language school in Czechoslovakia.  One 
night after a late evening class, I got on the 
wrong tram to go home.  The tram continued 
to the end of its line where drivers were 
completing their records.   
 
As I got off the tram I cried out, “Help!  I am 
lost!”  When the only Slovak location I could 
name was that of the ice hockey stadium 
near my apartment, all agreed I was indeed 
lost.  A kindly driver put me on her tram and 
eventually stopped and pointed the way to 
the stadium.  I easily made my way home.   
 
The next day after I related my adventure, 
my Slovak teacher friends asked, “Weren’t 
you frightened?”    
 
“No.”  I truthfully answered. “I knew the Good 
Lord was watching over me all the time I was 
lost.”  As the psalmist has written, “Lord, 
where can I go from you spirit?”  (Psalm 139) 

.   
Janet O’ Keeffe 

 
>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Church Care Committee 

 
In this ministry of the St. Joseph Women’s 
Society members volunteer time to look after  
the general appearance of our church in 
preparation for each weekend.     Each week 
two different volunteers spend about an hour 
on Friday morning to complete the tasks.   

 
Volunteers are needed for Church care on 
Fridays in February and March.  There will 
be an opportunity to volunteer at the 
February Meeting or if you can serve on one 
of the Fridays please contact the committee 
chair, Lois Barnett by phone     776-5581  

 

SCCCW  Midlands Deanery Meeting 
Rebecca Hamby  

The Columbia-Midlands Deanery had their 
Winter meeting on January 25th at St. Martin 
de Porres Catholic Church.  The host affiliate 
served homemade soups, sandwiches, 
salad and a variety of delicious desserts.   
 
The host's special project was St. Martin de 
Porres School.  In keeping with tradition 
each affiliate made a contribution. to the 
school.  After discussion about the 
convention in Greenville and other business 
the award of door prizes finished off a 
successful meeting.   
 
The next Columbia-Midlands Deanery 
meeting is the Spring meeting on April 19th 
at St. Mary's Catholic Church in Rock Hill  

 

Calendar 

February 15 
SJWS Monthly Meeting after the 12:15 Mass in 
the Lower Level of the Parish Life Center 
 
February 18 
Ash Wednesday 
 
February 20 
Lenten Soup Supper provided by SJWS 
 
February 23 
Scrapbook Committee Meeting  
At the home of Julie Rotureau 
For information  contact   rotureau@att.net 
 

 
March 7  
1st Saturday, Rosary, Mass, Breakfast 
 
March 15 
SJWS Monthly Meeting after the 12:15 Mass in 
the Lower Level of the Parish Life Center 
 
March  20-22 
SCCCW Annual Convention in Greenville 
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2015 Membership Registration Form 

   Saint Joseph Catholic Church-Women’s Society 

Membership Registration Form 

Please Print 

Name ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _______________________________________________________ 

 

   _______________________________________________________ 

 

Phone _______________________________     Cell _________________________ 

 

Email Address :  _______________________________________________  

 

____ Check if you do not use e-mail and want M& M to be mailed to you. 

 

Dues $20.00 for year  ________    

 

Please make checks to Saint Joseph Women’s Society and mail to Treasurer  

Beverly Stricklin  

5516 Lakeshore Dr. Apt. 601,  

Columbia, 29206. 


