
Pipe Ranks 
Like members of a marching band, 
organ pipes are arranged in rows 
(called ranks). Notice in the picture 
on the right that all the woodwind 
players are in one row, drummers in 
their own row, and cymbals in their 
own row.  
 
Just like each rank (or row) of      
band members are lined up in     
their instrumental family, so             
do the pipes of an organ! 
 
Below are ranks of pipes lined up 
according to their various families! 
Notice some pipes are made of 
wood, others of metal. Also, notice that the pipes are not all shaped alike. The material (wood or metal) and 
shape, determines the tone quality of each rank of pipes.  
 

If you had to guess, looking 
at this picture, can you 
identify which rank of pipes 
produces a trumpet sound? 
Notice the shape of the 
pipes. Do you see any pipes 
that resemble the opening 
of a trumpet? 
 
Care to guess which rank of 
pipes might sound like 
flutes, and why? 
 
By the way, most of the 
time in the U.S.A., pipe 
organ keyboards (also 
called manuals) have 61 
keys (or notes). That means 
for every rank of pipes 
(most of the time) there are 
61 pipes, one pipe per note 

on the keyboard. You can probably guess that the taller and bigger the pipe, the lower the sound, and thus 
lower on the keyboard. It is proposed that the St. Joseph organ follow European standards of 58 notes per 
manual (keyboard) RE: 61-note manuals are an American extravagant bad practice cultivated in the early 1900s 
when American organ building was at its worst. Historically, and universally, organ literature does not call for 
more than 58 notes on an organ manual. Also, this is a space-saving measure, and $$$ saving measure. Also, for 
the same reasons above, it is proposed that the pedal board have 30 notes instead of 32 notes. 

 
Ever heard the term rank and file? Band members march                                                             

in organized rows (or ranks), as do soldiers. 

 


