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Spiritual Growth 

A Note from Janet 

The Blessed Virgin Mary provides a role model for all women.  The angel of God told Mary, “The Lord is with you.”  Whether one is baptized as an infant or in later life, it is true for all of us that the Lord is with us.  As such, each of us plays a part in God’s creation in a uniquely special way
.  

As Mary went to visit her cousin Elizabeth for companionship and instruction, so do we also look to others in learning how to deal with our own life’s journey.  
Later Mary instructed others to do as her Son Jesus told them at the wedding at Cana; so do we need to follow Jesus’ instruction in our daily lives.  Later still, Mary’s grief at Jesus’ Crucifixion shows us how suffering comes to us all.  But the Lord continues to watch over us all.  
So we continue to pray to Mary “that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.”  

.  Janet O’ Keeffe

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<

Christmas Luncheon Reservations
Our Women’s Society Christmas Luncheon, will be held on Friday, December 5 at 11:30 at the Grecian Gardens ( 2312 Sunset Blvd) We will order from a menu and each person will pay for their own meal.  However, we need to know how many seats we will need.  Please contact Gwen Skipper to reserve your place.  Phone 345-2250 or e-mail: gwenskip@bellsouth.net
Garage Sale Help Needed!
The Annual Garage Sale sponsored by our Men's Prayer Group raises money for St. Joseph’s School to assist needy families with tuition. The men have requested that members of our Women’s Society assist in pricing items for the sale this year. 
Pricing will begin in the gym on Wednesday, November 26 at 9 a.m. There will be no pricing on Thanksgiving Day, November  27. However, pricing will continue at 8 a.m. on Friday, November 28.  If you could spare just one hour on Wednesday or Friday your help would be greatly appreciated. We will have magic marker and price tags for your use.  

You may choose a time slot that will fit your schedule.  If you can help with this task please call Ruth Lee Lam at 788-6043 and provide your name, date, and time you will be able to assist.  

If you cannot help with the pricing, don’t forget to come to the sale and bring friends and neighbors along.  Parishioners will be invited to shop on Friday, November 28th in the afternoon. .The Garage Sale for the public will be held on Saturday, November 29, 2014 from 7 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
There will not be a December edition of M & M.  Our next newsletter will be published in January 2015

Message from President
Gwen Skipper
Last month I wrote concerning our affiliation with the South Carolina Council of Catholic Women.   The work of the SCCCW is organized by three commissions: Spirituality, Leadership and Service.   The following report was provided by Chris Segars, SCCCW Service Commission Chairperson.

As you are aware, the SCCCW Service Commission focuses on Family, Community and International efforts.   This report contains two suggestions for Family Concerns.   These are media suggestions to assist in raising Christian children, especially adolescents.  Please pass these suggestions on to families and youth ministers in your parishes.
Teachable Moments by Marybeth Hickey is book about raising kids in today’s society.  Realistic examples of typical situations and problems families face are provided.  Effective parental responses are then scripted.  This can be very helpful for parents who aren’t quite sure how to react to the problems in modern society.
When the Game Stands Tall is a film currently in theaters.  Eventually it should be available on DVD, Netflix, etc.  This movie is suitable for all kids who are old enough to be on a team and for their parents.  It is the true story about an outstanding coach of a championship football team at a Catholic high school in CA.  He embodies all the Christian character traits we want in adults who interact with growing children.  Even though the context is football, the theme and message are applicable to all types of competition.

Women’s Society Retreat
(Our Women’s Society sponsored a Saturday morning retreat on October 4, 2014.  This format was selected to provide a spiritual opportunity to women of the Parish who could not participate in the Parish weekend retreat.  The following remarks are from Ruth Lee Lam, one of the participants.)  

After Mass and a light breakfast Sister Nancy Hendershot opened the half day of recollection with a lovely song "Enfold Me in Your Love." She invited us to sing along with the words and envision ourselves being enfolded in God's love. Sister then asked us to give our full name, who named us, why they named us, and if we liked our name. This introduction was interesting and brought some laughter.   

The theme throughout the morning centered on a quote from St. Augustine, One Loving Heart Sets Another on Fire.  In an effort to encourage us to relate to each other Sister Nancy read a story about a traveler fictionally named Odewago. Throughout the story Odewago walked through many places, deserts, pine tree forests, and pasturelands. When she had a significant experience that she wanted to remember she would put a stone in her "heart cloth" to keep the event in her memory and heart. After listening to Odewago's life journey Sister Nancy invited us to write down our stepping stone events and the people who impacted our lives. We were then invited to share our thoughts and life event milestones in small groups. 

To close our morning we were to bless the person sitting on our right hand. This proved to be very emotional for our foursome as the beautiful blessing of another brought tears to our eyes. We concluded with a Litany of Gratitude expressing praise and gratitude to God for all the good we have experienced in our lives. During this morning, unexpected friendships were forged in addition to thoughtful prayer and reflection. We will remember that One Loving Heart can very well Set Another on Fire.

Calendar
Nov 1

8:00 AM: Rosary & Mass.   9:15 AM  Breakfast at Lizard’s Thicket, 400 Beltline Blvd.   

Nov 11

6:00 P.M.  Parish All-Souls Memorial Event:  Mass followed by reception 

Nov 16

Women’s Society monthly meeting after the 12:15 mass in the Lower Level of the Parish Life Center.   We will be writing Christmas card notes for shut-ins. 

Nov 22-23

Annual Food Sale after all masses

Nov 28-29

Annual Garage Sale sponsored by our Men's Prayer Group to benefit St. Joseph’s School.  

(See page 1 for details)

December 5 (Friday)

Christmas Luncheon, 11:30 AM at Grecian Gardens, 2312 Sunset Blvd, Dutch treat.

December TBA

Chrismon Tree and Church decoration

January 4

Rosary for the unborn.  After 8:15 Mass.

January 18

Annual Luncheon Meeting after 12:15 Mass in Rowland Education Building.

January 25

Midlands Deanery Meeting St. Martin de Porres

February 1

Priest Appreciation Day
Scrapbook Committee
Scrapbooking time - Soon after the holidays, the history committee will begin working on our 2014 scrapbook.  Please bring items you may have to the November meeting --- a photo...extra scrap-booking staples...a Marian holy card...anything you think would be appropriate to work into our historical recording.  Please consider helping with the project and sign up at the meeting. 

Julie Rotureao

jrotureau@familyhonor.org
>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<

January Columbia-Midlands Deanery Meeting
The next Deanery meeting will be January 25th at St. Martin de Porres.  A silent auction fundraiser will be held.  Each affiliate is asked to provide three items to be auctioned.   No specific value was set.  If anyone would like to provide an item to be auctioned contact Gwen Skipper.
Also, discussed at the meeting were ideas to increase membership in the SCCCW.  One idea put forward was for active affiliates to invite women from parishes with no affiliate to join in their activities.  St. Joseph’s will reach out to the women of the St. Peter’s Rosary Guild.   Let Gwen know of any ideas you may have along these lines.  

 >>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<

Church Care Committee
Each week 2 different volunteers spend about an hour on Friday morning to look after the general appearance of our church in preparation for the weekend.  

If you can serve on one of the Fridays in November, December, or January, please contact the committee chair, Samia Feghali.  by phone     783-3643 

Or e-mail      samia_feghali@yahoo.com















The Saint Joseph Women’s Society are friends in faith who share the Gospel; serve the parish, community, and world; and mold strong Catholic woman leaders.


