
 

The Saint Joseph Women’s Society are friends in faith who share the Gospel; serve the 

parish, community, and world; and mold strong Catholic women leaders. 
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Spiritual Growth Opportunity 
Lenten Retreat 

 

Saint Joseph Women’s Society will offer a 
morning retreat for women of the parish on 
Saturday, February 20 from 9 AM until Noon.   
 

 The retreat will be led by Sister Gay 
Rowzie, a Sister of the Humility of Mary,  
who  has ministered at the diocesan and 
parish levels, in education and health care.  
Currently she lives in Rock Hill, SC and has 
been leading retreat programs for women.  
 

Mark your calendars!  This will be an 
excellent opportunity for women to 
participate in a Lenten devotion.  Feel free to 
invite someone to share this experience with 
you. 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 

SJWS Annual Meeting 
 

This year’s Annual Luncheon Meeting will be 
held on January 17 at 1:30 P.M. in Donor 
Hall (downstairs) of the Ministries and 
Administration Building. The lunch will be 
provided by Blue Marlin Signature Catering 
for a cost of $15.   
 

A short business meeting will be held 
following the lunch and Saint Joseph 
Women’s Society’s Catholic Woman of the 
Year, Pat Wegryznowski, will be recognized.  
We will also be treated to a classical musical 
performance by Blade Boulware.   
 

All women of the Parish are invited to attend 
and Members are encouraged to bring a 
friend.  (See the last page for a reservation 
form) 

 

 

 

 
 

Calendar 

January 17 
Annual Meeting of SJWS, Luncheon and 
Musical Performance—after 12:15 Mass. 
Reservations required. (see last page)  
 
January 24 
Midlands Deanery Meeting:  1:00 PM  
Corpus Christi Parish, Lexington 
 
February 6  
First Saturday Mass (8:30 A M) followed by 
Our Lady of Fatima Study  
 
February 7  
SJWS leads Rosary for the Unborn after the 
8:15 A. M. Mass in the school breezeway 
 
February 20 
A Morning Lenten Retreat for women  
led by Sister Gay Rowzie, HM. 
9 AM to12Noon 
 
February 21 
SJWS Monthly Meeting after the 12:15 Mass  
Ursuline Hall, Ministries and Admin Building. 
 
March 5  
First Saturday Mass (8:30 A. M.) followed by 
Our Lady of Fatima Study.  
 
March 11-13  
SCCCW Convention, Myrtle Beach 
 
March 20 
SJWS Monthly Meeting after the 12:15 Mass 
in Ursuline Hall, Ministries and 
Administration Building 
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Message from President 

Gwen Skipper 
 
My prayer for each of you is that you had a most 
blessed Christmas.  After an autumn that, for me 
and many others, was characterized with bumps, 
bruises and blessings, I am looking forward to 
the promises of 2016.  I am again walking 
unassisted on two feet and able to drive and 
plan to resume my activities, albeit it more slowly 
than last year.   
 
Special thanks to Libit Woodington for opening 
her home to us for our Christmas lunch. It was a 
delight to visit in a beautifully decorated, 
welcoming environment.  I hope that you had the 
opportunity to join your fellow members for the 
gift wrapping, tree or church decorating activities 
in December.  These activities come at a time 
when we are very busy personally, but offer us 
the opportunity to grow as a society.    
 
Special thanks to Maria Carrero, Julie Rotureau 
and Peggy Britt for their leadership in our fall 
fund raiser, “From the Devine Kitchens, A 
festival of Foods, Baskets and Gifts for the Entire 
Family”.  That title says a lot.  I hope that those 
who participated enjoyed getting together to 
create the craft items that were sold.  I also, 
hope that you got inspirations for new craft items 
to be created for next year.  The addition of craft 
items to the tried-and-true homemade 
casseroles, cakes, breads, jams and canned 
goods led to stupendous results.  Through the 
group’s efforts approximately $4800 was raised.  
 
We now have opportunities to increase our gifts 
to the parish and outreach programs.  A short list 
of projects that might be considered are: 
Ursuline Sister’s Retirement Fund, Mater 
Ecclesiae-Missionary Sister Scholarship Fund, 
St. Joseph Youth Ministry, St. Joseph Catholic 
School, Cardinal Newman School, St. Vincent de 
Paul-St. Joseph, Palmetto Project-Snack Pack 
Program, Clean of Heart-shower ministry of 
Catholic Charities of the Midlands.  Discussions 
about use of the money we raised will occur at a 
future meeting of our society.  If you have 
suggestions, let me know.    

 

 

SCCCW State Convention 
 

 
 

The 2016 Women’s Society Convention will be 
held at Myrtle Beach from March 11 to 13. The 
convention hotel is the Marina Inn at Grand 
Dunes, 8121 Amalfi Place, Myrtle Beach, SC 
29572.  The Most Rev. Robert E. Guglielmone 
will celebrate the convention Mass.   
 
This year the theme for the convention is,  
“Called to serve God’s Children with Mercy and 
United in Love.”   The theme will be proclaimed 
by convention speakers Mary Beth Hicks, Donna 
Tyson and Michael Acquilano.  The gathering 
will be dedicated to all families throughout the 
world especially those facing religious 
persecution.  This year’s fund-raising project is 
Camp Rise Above which provides fun and life-
changing experiences to children with serious 
illnesses, life challenges, or disabilities.  (See 
web site at http://campriseabove.org/) 
 

Attending the convention will give you a greater 
sense of the organization that you belong to and 
an opportunity to rub shoulders with active 
Catholic women from across South Carolina.  
Last year our affiliate had 15 representatives and 
provided an opportunity for women of the 
Columbia-Midlands Deanery to get together.  We 
will again be actively involved in the convention 
Market Place, the Silent Auction, and providing 
hospitality.   
 

Reservations can be made now (the sooner the 
better) at the Marina Inn by  
Phone: 843-913-1333 or  
web at www.MarinaInnatGrandeDunes.com.   
 

The nightly convention rate of $119 per room is 
in effect until February 10.  We hope  to see 
many of our members there.  If you would like 
more information, contact  Gwen Skipper and 
she will e-mail you the convention packet.  
Gwenskip@bellsouth.net 

 

mailto:Gwenskip@bellsouth.net


A Note from Janet 
 

Ever since God created mankind in his image 
with dominon over all living things on earth, man 
has struggled with the concept of time.  The 
passage of epochs of the Stone Age and the 
Bronze Age led through eons of time to the 
Agricultural economy.  Later the Industrial Age 
brought prosperity to many and problems to 
others.   
 

But now mankind faces the impact of the 
Technological Age, which no one fully 
understands and many greatly fear.  Even 
political terrorists use technology to advance 
their destructive purposes!  
 

Like many others, I have a computer and a cell 
phone which I can neither control nor use 
effectively.  As the sense of the time in which we 
live seems to overpower us, we need to 
recognize that man’s definition of time is different 
from that of God’s.   
 

Jesus taught us to ask our Father that, “thy 
kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.” We 
need to honor God’s time more than our own 
limited conceptions.  In that way, Faith in God 
will diminish our greatest fears about the time in 
which we live.   

Janet O’ Keeffe 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Church Care Committee 
 

In this ministry of the St. Joseph Women’s 
Society members volunteer time to look after  
the general appearance of our church in 
preparation for each weekend.     Each week two 
different volunteers spend about an hour on 
Friday morning to complete a list of tasks such 
as putting fresh holy water in fonts, light dusting, 
straightening books in pews, and such.  

 
Volunteers are needed for Church care on 
Fridays in January and February.  New 
volunteers can be paired with an experienced 
one if they wish.  There will be an opportunity to 
volunteer at the January Meeting or if you can 
serve on one of the Fridays please contact the 
committee chair, Lois Barnett by phone at 
 776-5581.   

Help Wanted 
The History Committee 

 

The History committee invites everyone to 
contribute to The 2016 SJWS Scrapbook.  How 
can you help?  Let the committee know what 
activities you are participating in at the church 
and the community.  Examples of community 
service are Catholic Charities Clothes Closet, 
the International Lunch, Birthright Tea, and 
Providence Hospital Volunteer. 
 

The committee is looking for pictures of your 
participation in community activities and of any 
activities in the parish this year.  Pictures of 
service projects, such as the Snack Pack 
Program, church decorating, and church 
cleaning are needed. These are only sample of 
the many things that can be included in the 
scrapbook.  We need your ideas to insure that 
we do not miss anything.   
 

There are a number of ways you can help.  We 
need someone to take pictures of upcoming 
events of the parish. We would like to have 
several pages for each of the 12 months.   Some 
may want to decorate a page depicting an event 
included in the scrapbook. Sample pages that 
we know we would like to have in the 2016 book 
are Holy Week Events the Seder Meal, Holy 
Thursday Mass, Good Friday Services and 
Easter.  You can contribute Holy Cards and 
Religious pictures to help enhance the book.  
You can make labels for pictures.  You can 
contribute scrapbook pages that our pictures can 
be displayed. 
 

Please forward your ideas and lists of activities 
and pictures to the committee chair, Regina 
Spell at rspell909@gmail.com or to Gwen 
Skipper.   If you have items that could be part of 
the scrapbook let the committee know. 
 
Volunteers are welcome. 
Please contact Regina Spell at 803-776-9575 or 
you may send her an email at the above 
address. 
 

Information about the Women’s Society and 
copies of past newsletters can be found at   
   http://www.stjosephcolumbia.org/ 

mailto:rspell909@gmail.com


  
 

Annual Luncheon and General Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 17 at 1:30PM 
 

Location:   Donor Hall, MAB 
Lunch catered by Blue Marlin Signature Catering 

Cost $15 
 

Program:   Classical Musical Program  
     By Blade Boulware 

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _   
 

Saint Joseph Women’s Society Luncheon Reservation 

Please return to the church office, 3512 Devine Street by January 13. 

 Name ______________________________   Phone: ____________________ 

 Email: __________________________________________________________ 

 

            Please select entrée    Grilled Salmon _____       Eggplant Parmesan _____ 

 

 Number Attending _________     X $15    Amount Enclosed ________________   

 

Please make checks payable to Saint Joseph Women’s Society.  For additional 

information or questions, please contact Gwen Skipper at 345-2250 or email 

stjoewomen@aol.com.   

_  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _   


