
 

 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Growth  
A  Note from Janet 

How I learned to love the rosary 
As a convert to Catholicism in my mid-
twenties, I didn’t much like the church 
recitation of the rosary which sounded to me 
like the buzzing of hundreds of bees. 
 
But as I matured in my faith I came to 
understand the Rosary as a meditation on 
the life of Jesus from Annunciation-“Hail full 
of grace…” to Crucifixion “Into your hands I 
commend my spirit”.  I had found my own 
words of prayer inadequate to express 
moments of grief (as in the death of my 
great-grandson) or moments of joy (as in 
receiving an unexpected gift from a dear 
friend).  The words of the Glorious, Joyful, 
Luminous, and Sorrowful Mysteries have 
fulfilled my need to pray.  That’s how I came 
to love the Rosary.  

 Janet O’ Keeffe 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 
Women’s Retreat  

 

A small but blessed group of women came 
together on the first  Saturday in October for 
our annual  retreat.  Sister Christina Murphy 
led us on a spiritual journey to examine who 
we are as women of faith and to appreciate 
the gifts we have been given and that we 
give.  Who could ask for more from a day of 
retreat:  Eucharist, food and the fellowship of 
other women.  Of course we would like to do 
this again next year.   Who will lead us?  
Gwen Skipper will welcome suggestions.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Outreach Activities 
 
Lunch for USC International Students  
 
On September 27 we served lunch to about 
100 International students who are attending 
the University of South Carolina this 
semester. We received expressions of 
appreciation from the students and their 
advisors.   
 
Many thanks to our women who helped at 
the luncheon and to all who furnished 
sandwiches or made financial donations. We 
were able to buy all the food we needed with 
the money left over from our Home Works 
project and the donations from the Women’s 
Society members.  About $2.46 was left and 
I put that in the St. Vincent de Paul box.   
 
The USC advisors told us that they did not 
have a sponsor for the next Friday so the 
leftovers were packed up to be frozen and 
used for that next Friday’s lunch.   
 
Claire Wagner, Community Chair.  
 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 
 
Save the Date: The 84th Convention of the 
South Carolina Council of Catholic Women 
will be held March 28-30, 2014 Hilton Head 
Island, SC. contact Gwen for further 
information, gwenskip@bellsouth.net or 345-
2250. 
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Message from President 

Gwen Skipper 

 

Ladies,  as you can see from the calendar 
we have two more very important projects 
remaining this year, the Memorial Mass with 
Reception and the Annual Food Sale.  One 
to feed the soul and one to just feed, but 
both events require a lot of dedicated 
women to make successful.  
   
Our members work hard but are blessed by 
the friendships we make.  We are not all 
cooks. We are not all servers.  We are not all 
sellers.  But our Women’s Society is always 
blessed with individuals who are willing to 
bring their talents to the projects we pursue.  
So, when asked, please find a place where 
you might participate, using the gifts that 
only you have been given for building up the 
body of Christ.     
 
Elevator Statement 
An elevator statement is an explanation of 
an organization that can be conveyed in the 
time it takes an elevator to go to the top 
floor.  At the South Carolina Council of 
Catholic Women Convention in 2012, we 
were charged to come up with one to 
describe St. Joseph Women’s Society.  This 
has been worked on but not completed over 
the last year.  Look over this statement to 
determine if it accurately describes our 
society.     
 
The women of St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Women’s Society are praying with the 
Church, serving the people of God in the 
parish, community and the world and 
forming strong Catholic women leaders for 
the Church. 
 
Let me know what you think.   
(contact Gwen at gwenskip@bellsouth.net  

or call 345-2250) 
. 
 
 

South Carolina Council of Catholic 

Women – Report 
2013 Convention -Resolution 3 
 
In the May edition of the newsletter we 
included a discussion of one of the 
resolutions from the SCCCW Convention.  
This month we are discussing another 
resolution from the Convention. 
.   
Be it resolved, that SCCCW members will 
pray and educate themselves and others to 
the threat to our religious freedoms and 
advocate for conscience protections at the 
local, state and national levels consistent 
with Church teachings.  
 
Where to look for reliable information? A lot 
of information and mis-information is made 
available because of modern technology.  
We must be careful and critical consumers 
of what we see on the web and what is sent 
to us via e-mail.  Below are some of the sites 
we might look to for accurate information 
that will help us to keep informed.     
 
The official Vatican Website 
http://www.vatican.va/phome_en.htm 
 
United States Council of Catholic Bishops 
http://old.usccb.org/ 
 
EWTN News 
http://www.ewtnnews.com/ 
 
The Catholic News Agency 
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/column.
php?n=2647 

 
The US Senate 
http://www.senate.gov/  
 
The US House of Representatives 
http://www.house.gov/ 
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Church Care Committee 
 
Special thanks to Fran Mauldin who has 
served as Chair of the Church Care 
Committee.  Samia Feghali has agreed to 
take over that responsibility.  Let’s try to help 
Samia fill in all the open slots.  The October 
schedule has one opening and lots of help is  
needed for November. 
 

Oct. 11    Corine Tomihiro   Libit Woodington 

 Oct. 18    Sylvia Knight        Gwen Skipper        

 Oct. 25    Samia Feghali       ___________ 

 Nov. 1     Angie Kempso       ___________ 

Nov. 8     Claire Wagner       Betty Shepherd 

Nov. 15   ___________         ___________ 

 Nov. 22   ___________         ___________ 

Nov. 29   ___________         ___________ 

If you would like to volunteer on October 25  
or one of the Friday’s in November, please 
call 783-3643 or e-mail Samia at   

samia_feghali@yahoo.com 

>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Where did The Rosary Come From ? 
 

There are differing views on the history of the 

Rosary….Prayer beads may have their origins 

in the Eastern religions in India in the 3rd century 

BC… The use of knotted prayer ropes in 

Christianity goes back to the Desert Fathers in 

the 3rd and early 4th centuries…..The practice of 

meditation during the praying of the Hail Marys is 

attributed to Dominic of Prussia, a 15th 

Carthusian monk, who called it "Life of Jesus 

Rosary". The Christian victory at the Battle of 

Lepanto in 1571 was attributed to the praying of 

the Rosary by masses of Europeans based on 

the request of Pope Pius V and eventually 

resulted in the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. 

From Wikipedia Encyclopedia 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_rosary 

Calendar 
                                                                            

October 20 
SJWS Monthly Meeting - After 12:15PM 
Mass- Pastoral Life Center--Lower Level 
Mary Trivisano, Director of Catholic Charities 
in the Midlands, will speak about her mission 
trip to Guatemala  
 
November 2  
First Saturday—Rosary and Mass at St. 
Joseph’s followed by Breakfast at a local 
restaurant- 8AM-10AM 
 
November 12  
Annual Mass of Remembrance and 
Reception 
6 PM St. Joseph Church 
 
November 17 
SJWS Monthly Meeting - After 12:15PM 
Mass- Pastoral Life Center-- Lower Level  
 
November 23-24 
Annual Food Sale – After all Masses 
 
December 6 
Christmas Luncheon - 11:30AM 

 

 
        October:  Month of the Holy Rosary 
 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer_beads
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prayer_rope
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desert_Fathers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rosary_devotions_and_spirituality
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dominic_of_Prussia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carthusian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Lepanto_(1571)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Lepanto_(1571)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_V
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_of_Our_Lady_of_the_Rosary

