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St. Joseph Catholic Church:

3600 Devine Street, Columbia SC 29205

Parish Office Hours:
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St. Joseph Catholic School:
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Welcome
We extend a warm welcome to all who are

visiting or are here for the first time!  If you
attend St. Joseph’s regularly, please stop by

the parish office to fill out a registration card.

Community Sunday
All are invited to enjoy refreshments in the
lobby of the Rowland Education Building
on the second Sunday of each month after

all morning Masses.

Parish  Mass Schedule

Masses:

Saturday Vigil .........................................5:30 PM
Sunday ...................... 8:15, 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM

Holy Days:

please check bulletin or website

Daily Mass:

Tuesday to Friday .................................. 7:30 AM
Tuesday...................................................5:30 PM

       School Mass:

                      Friday (Sept. - May)..............................8:30 AM
                                                                           all are welcome

*      *      *      *      *

Adoration:

Tuesday...............................8:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Reconciliation:

Saturday  ..................................... 4:00 - 5:00 PM
and by appointment

Baptism: Parents must attend one adult

seminar before having their child baptized.
This session will be held at 1:30 PM on the
2nd Sunday of January, March, May, July,
September and November.  Baptisms will be
scheduled approximately two times per month.
Call the Religious Education Office at 540-
1906 to register or for further information.

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation

of Adults): Individuals interested in be-

coming full members of the Catholic commu-
nity participate in a process of Christian Initia-
tion.  Call the Religious Education Office at
540-1906 or e-mail stjoedre@aol.com for
more information.

Marriage: Those contemplating marriage

should contact the priest at least six months in
advance of the wedding date.

Anointing of the Sick: Celebrated peri-

odically during the year.  Please call the Parish
Office to request hospital visits and for indi-
vidual anointing when anyone is seriously ill
or having surgery.

Parish Office - 254-7646 • Parish Fax - 799-7607
After Hours Medical Emergency Number - 609-0317

E-mail - StJoeDoC@aol.com • Website - stjosephcolumbia.org

Clergy of the Parish

 Rev. Msgr. Richard D. Harris, V.G., Pastor

          MsgrHarris@stjosephcolumbia.org
Rev. Richard C. Wilson, Parochial Vicar

FrWilson@stjosephcolumbia.org

Active Membership
The Facilities and Services of St. Joseph Church are available
to active members.  Three points determine active membership:
� Registration in the parish for a sufficient period of time and

use of the envelope system in support of the parish;
� Faithful attendance at Mass on Sundays and Holy Days;
� Volunteer and participate in Parish activities with time,

talent, and resources as means permit.

Special Needs
Special needs and wheelchair seating is available in the
front row of the Church.  Cars must display a valid handicap
sticker to park in the reserved handicap spaces in the Church
parking lot.

Bulletin Deadline
Tuesday, 4:30 PM.  Include name and phone number of

contact person.   All announcements must be copy ready.

Protecting Our Children
St. Joseph Church and School and the Diocese of Charleston
are committed to the protection of children.  The following
numbers are provided for your information:  Diocesan
Victim Assistance Minister: (800) 921-8122;  Diocesan
Office of Child Protection Services: (843) 261-0431.
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SAINT JOSEPH SCHOOL NEWS
This week our second grade will visit Chal-
lenger Learning Center.  The Challenger Learn-
ing Center is an aeronautics and space-themed
educational program that provides interactive
learning experiences, integrating science and
math with information and technology. At

Challenger, students will develop skills in decision mak-
ing, teamwork, problem solving, and communication.

Additionally, the third grade will visit Discovery Place,
one of the leading hands-on science centers in the country.
Students will have the opportunity to gain a greater under-
standing of science, technology, engineering and mathe-
matics in a fun, interactive and informal setting.

On Friday we will celebrate the Feast of Saint Joseph with
a school-wide pizza lunch.  Parents, grandparents and
guests are welcome to join our celebration.  Please call the
school, as we will observe a modified lunch schedule on
this day.

Last but not least, March 14-18 SJCS will host a Scholas-
tic Book Fair.  Please make plans to stop by Monday-
Thursday 7:30-5:00 or Friday 7:30-3:00.  Proceeds from
the Book Fair support our wonderful library.  Remember,
readers are leaders!

   CARDINAL NEWMAN SCHOOL NEWS
Cardinal Newman Red & Black Gala
Saturday, April 9 - 6:30 - 11:00 PM

2945 Alpine Road
$60 per person

for more information, call 782-2814 - www.cnhs.org

YOUNG ADULTS/YOUNG FAMILIES
Join us this Sunday in the Parish Hall/Gym at 5:00 PM for
dinner and then discussion. Nursery will be provided.
RSVP to fellowshipatstjoseph@gmail.com.

OUR LIBRARY
Learn more about Our Lady of Fatima

Books for ALL AGES related to Our Lady
of Fatima are now available for check-out
from the Saint Joseph Church Library.  A
display of these books are on a table to
your left as you enter the Library.

For more information about the St. Joseph
Church Library, visit the St. Joseph Church website at
www.stjosephcolumbia.org, look for the “Parish Library”
link under the “Our Parish Family” tab, or contact Karen
McMullen at:

 library@stjosephcolumbia.org

PARISH  FINANCIAL  REPORT

Annual Budget ............................... 1,320,000.00
YTD Actual .......................................861,127.65

Weekly Offering

Budget ...............................................25,384.62
Received: 03-06-16 ............................23,599.17
Catholic Relief Service........................... 2,708.37

In today’s second reading, St. Paul says, “For His sake I

have forfeited everything; I have accounted all else rub-

bish so that Christ may be my wealth.”  Does my steward-

ship suggest that I could say the same?

See Philippians 3:8

TRIBUTES

The Tabernacle Vigil Candle, March  13 to 26,
is in loving memory of William Killoy and is
given by his wife, Johanna.

Cleveland: John Gehringer      Providence: Jim Cavanaugh

Richland: Fred Simonelli

Homebound: Janice Gardner, Marcy Bytnar, Jo Ann
Mullins, Laddie Gatling, Dorothy Ragsdale, Betty C. Mc-
Dougall, Joe Guild, Anne Sullivan, Charlie Hill, Mary
DeLay, Patricia Benoit, Candy Dykes and Lester Johnson

To add the name of a sick or homebound parishioner,

please call the Church Office at 254-7646.

Please Pray for the Sick of the Parish

Catholic CornerCatholic CornerCatholic CornerCatholic Corner

There are 12 articles, or points of faith, in the
Creed, corresponding to the number of disciples,
and indicating the fullness of the apostolic faith:  1)
God the Creator; 2) the Son of the living God; 3)
the Savior; 4) the Redeemer; 5) the Risen One; 6)
the Ascension into heaven; 7) the Judgment; 8) the
Holy Spirit; 9) the Catholic Church; 10) the Sancti-
fier; 11) the Resurrection in Christ; 12) the life
everlasting in Christ.  These are the truths which we
as Catholics must believe “particularly and dis-
tinctly.”  CCC par. 191
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 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Religious Education and Adult Education Classes continue
on March 16.

The resource “My Booklet about the Sacrament of
Penance” is due to the 2nd grade catechist on Wednesday,
March 16.

Religious Education 5K students will be taking a collection
for the St. Vincent de Paul Society on Wednesdays through-

out Lent.  This week students in all grades are asked to

bring in Lenten alms in the form of change and dollars

for St. Vincent de Paul Society.

BAPTISM SEMINAR
There will be a Baptism Seminar TODAY, March 13, for
parents who are seeking to have their children baptized at
St. Joseph.  The Seminar will take place in the Gilmore
Senior Center in the Ministries and Administration Building
at 1:30 PM.

ST. FRANCIS CATHOLIC SHOP
Representatives from the St. Francis Catholic Shop will be
available after all Sunday Masses TODAY, March 13.  You
will have an opportunity to shop for First Communion,
Confirmation, and Graduation gifts, plus spiritual reading
suitable for everyone.  To request special items, call Mau-
reen at 561-9733.

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING
An Introductory Session of the Creighton Model of Natural
Family Planning will be offered on Monday, March 14, at
7:00 PM at St. Joseph. NFP is easy to learn, inexpensive
and reliable, and it strengthens marriages and families. For
more information or to register, please contact Kelli Ball at
807-0158 or kellihball@yahoo.com

LIGHTHOUSE CATHOLIC MEDIA
Stephen Ray was raised in a devout, loving, Baptist family.
In “Finding the Fullness of Faith,” he shares his amazing
conversion to Catholicism and explains why he is convinced
it is the Church founded by Christ over 2000 years ago.
Look for this and other informative resources in the Narthex
of the Church.

 TEEN CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
 The regularly scheduled Life Teen meeting at 11:30 AM is

canceled this Sunday because we will be at the Diocesan
Youth Conference. Follow us on Twitter @stjcym_cola or
for more information, please contact

 tom@stjosephcolumbia.org

 NURSERY ASSISTANT NEEDED
St. Joseph Church is seeking a Nurs-
ery Assistant for Sundays (10:30
AM). This is a part-time paid position.
Successful applicants must be 21 or
older, and CPR & First Aid certified;
experience preferred. All employees
of the Diocese of Charleston who

work with children must attend the VIRTUS “Protecting
God's Children” training, pass background checks and sign
the “Diocese Code of Conduct” and “Confidentiality
Agreement.”  If interested, please contact Mary Kay at
254-7646 ext. 414.

OUR FAVORITE APP
Stations of the Cross

Walk With Me  ($1.99) iOS and An-
droid. The Pauline Press offers an
experiential version of the Stations of
the Cross in app form that includes
audio. From developers: from start to
finish, the Stations are all about the
passionate love the Lord Jesus has for
each of us. We follow him in these
Stations not as spectators, but as his
disciples, those he has called by name
to follow him.

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEKMASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEKMASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEKMASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
Sunday, March 13

8:15 AM Parishioners of St. Joseph
10:30 AM Ms. Megan DiBernardino  (I)
12:15 PM The end to abortion

Tuesday, March 15
7:30 AM Mr. William Killoy  +                                       
5:30 PM Ms. Amber Westbrook  (I)

Wednesday, March 16
7:30 AM Mrs. Eileen Rice  +

Thursday, March 17
7:30 AM Mrs. Doris Arnot  +

Friday, March 18
7:30 AM    Mr. Greg Alia  +
8:30 AM Mrs. Maureen Mendoza  +
6:00 PM Dr. Charles Poole  +

Saturday, March 19
8:30 AM Mrs. Connie Degenhart   +
5:30 PM  Mr. Josef Kreis  +

Sunday, March 20 - Palm Sunday
8:15 AM Mr. Harry J. Schum  +

10:30 AM Mrs. Margaret Rose Khoury  +
12:15 PM Parishioners of St. Joseph



EASTER DINNER
St. Peter's Church is preparing their 31st

Annual Easter Banquet for the poor, home-
less, and elderly on Easter Sunday, March 27,
from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM at St. Peter’s
Church, Cardinal Bernardin Center, 1529 As-
sembly Street. They plan on feeding 500-600
guests.

They will be giving the children Easter baskets. For lunch
they will be serving ham, turkey, mashed potatoes, green
beans, salad, rolls, tea and homemade Easter desserts.

If you would like to help, you may donate: your time or
monetary gifts, homemade Easter desserts, cupcakes with
jelly beans on top, dyed eggs or Easter baskets filled with
candy for the children.  Please make check payable to St.
Peter’s SVDP, 1529 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC
29202, attn: Robert Keeder. For more information, please
call Robert Keeder at 796-9802.

SENIOR LIFE MINISTRY BOARD
This year we will have two members rotating off the St.
Joseph Senior Life Ministry Board.

The Senior Life Ministry Board’s purpose is to promote
service to others and provide religious experiences, recre-
ational, cultural opportunities and community involve-
ment.  You will have the opportunity to select activities
and provide service in a variety ways to our parish. The

openings are for the telephone chair and communica-

tions chair (one who sends cards to the homebound and
bereaved).  Other chairs that will be needed in the future
are activities, retreat, bereavement, homebound, travel,
respite care, public relations, secretary and treasurer.
Volunteers are needed to do this ministry.  Help from all
age groups is welcome.  Please contact Regina Spell at
776-9575 or rspell909@gmail.com

ST. JOSEPH WOMEN'S SOCIETY MEETING
All women are invited to join the Society members at the
monthly meeting on March 20 at 1:15 PM in Ursuline
Hall of the Ministries and Administration Building.  A
light lunch will be served along with a discussion of
planned Society activities.   Learn more about the
Women's Society on the St. Joseph web site under Ex-
panding our Reach.

RACHEL'S VINEYARD RETREAT
During this year of mercy it is a great time to attend the
Rachel's Vineyard Weekend for Spiritual Renewal for
people dealing with an abortion experience.  The next
retreat is April 1-3, in Rock Hill.  For more information,
please call Christy 803-554-6088 or Kathy 803-546 6010,
or grace4healing@gmail.com

Fifth Sunday of Lent

FRIDAYS OF LENT
 March  18

During the FRIDAYS of Lent, Msgr.

Harris is offering  Stations of the Cross at

5:30 PM, immediately followed by Mass

at 6:00 PM. This will enable those who are
unable to attend the morning Masses to
have the opportunity for an additional
Lenten devotion.

Thank you to the St. Joseph Youth Adults/Young Families
who sponsored the meatless soup supper on March 4 and to
RCIA who sponsored the meatless supper on March 11.

Please Note
No meatless soup supper this week (March 18.)

OUR LENTEN BURDEN BOX
A locked wooden box has been  placed at the St. Joseph

Altar.  Please write down your personal
burdens, concerns, habits, prayers and/or
petitions that you would like to offer to God
during the Lenten Season and place them in
the box. All of these will be kept strictly
confidential.  (No one will have access to the

contents of the box.)   On Holy Saturday night we will use
the “burdens” to fuel our Easter fire.

"Realize that you may gain more in a quarter of an hour of

prayer before the Blessed Sacrament than in all other

practices of the day."

                                   St. Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787)

 

Schedule for
Lenten Communal Penance Services

Monday, March 14 Our Lady of the Hills 
Tuesday, March 15 St. Peter’s

 Wednesday, March 16 St. Martin de Porres
 Thursday, March 17 Our Lady of Perpetual Help

CONFESSION DURING HOLY WEEK
at St. Joseph Church

Saturday, March 19:     3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
    Monday, March 21:     6:45 AM to 7:15 AM     
    Monday, March 21: 12 noon to 1:00 PM
Wednesday, March 23: 4:00PM to 5:00 PM

No Confession during the Holy Triduum

No Confession on Holy Saturday, March 26



This Week We Call Holy
March 20 - 27, 2016

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion ~ The Sacred Triduum ~ Easter Sunday

To fully experience the glory of Easter we must recall the events leading up to His Resurrection.  In
this week we celebrate the drama of Christ’s death and resurrection: from dark to dark - one
continuous liturgical celebration of the Lord Jesus Christ’s Paschal Mystery - Christ’s regal entrance
into Jerusalem, His Last Supper with his disciples,  His betrayal, the pain and suffering of the Cross,
the darkness of the tomb and finally, His eternal Triumph over Death.  Holy Week’s rituals proclaim
to the world the liberating, redeeming and perpetual truth of the Gospel that Jesus Christ has died, is
risen and will come again.  Participate in them fully!

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion. Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion. Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion. Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion.  On this day we commemorate Christ’s entry into Jerusalem for the accomplishment of His
Paschal Mystery.  We, as “children of the Hebrews,” re-enact this entry through the sacramental of blessed Palms.  But, the joy is
tempered with bitterness as Christ must face His Passion for us sinners.

Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year, No. 125

Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  On the evening of Holy Thursday, we celebrate the three gifts Jesus Christ imparted to
his beloved Bride, the Church: the Priesthood, the Eucharist, and a Love that is stronger than death.  In her liturgical rites, Holy
Church enters the upper room for the “Cena Domini.”  He, the Lord and Master of all, kneels humbly to wash the feet of the men he
has called to serve.  At table with his closest disciples, the Lord brings together all the sacrifices of the Old Law as he takes bread and
wine and makes himself the one Sacrifice of a new dispensation, the Sacrifice of his Church.  Then together they go forth into the
night, to the Mount of Olives, to the Garden of Gethsemane, and the drama of his Passion begins.

Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year, No. 184

Good Friday: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion.  Good Friday: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion.  Good Friday: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion.  Good Friday: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion.  We call “good” this day when Our Lord loved us and gave himself up for us,
redeeming us from sin and death.  Thus, while the liturgical rites of the day are austere, they are marked by the triumphant sign of
Christ’s Cross, and they glow with the color of his Precious Blood.  The crowds who gather for the Good Friday liturgy are not only
assistants at the Passion, expressing the human emotion of grief and mourning, but Christian men and women whose gift of faith in
the one Redeemer and Savior gives them confidence and hope.  The death of the Lord Jesus breaks open the Mystery of the Trinity;
the God who is Love revealed in the language and terms of a fallen world, that is, through rejection, pain and suffering.  But at the
heart of the Passion is the divine paradox: Death itself is put to death on this day which we call “good.”

Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year, No. 218

TTTThe Great Easter Vigil: Night-Watch of the Resurrection.  he Great Easter Vigil: Night-Watch of the Resurrection.  he Great Easter Vigil: Night-Watch of the Resurrection.  he Great Easter Vigil: Night-Watch of the Resurrection.  This is the high point of the Christian year, the celebration of the Paschal
Mystery in the great Easter Eucharist, summit and source of the liturgical action and life of God's People. This "holy night" is the
"mother of all holy vigils" that begins the "queen of feasts." The full meaning of the Easter Vigil is waiting for the Lord. He who took
our human flesh, who suffered and died for us in that flesh, now rises in that same human body, glorified and immortal, as befits the
new life of Resurrection. With the joyous "alleluias" of her new Passover, Mother Church celebrates a unique event, at once historical
and cosmic. At the broken tomb, the Incarnation reaches its fulfillment, and the ultimate purpose of our Redemption is revealed in the
frailty of human flesh - nothing less than a literal sharing in the glory of his bodily Resurrection. For this we were washed by the waters
of Baptism; for this we were sealed with the Spirit's fragrant Chrism; for this we feast on the Body and Blood of the One who leads us
into eternal life.

Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year, No. 255

Easter Sunday: Great Sunday - the Feast of Feasts. Easter Sunday: Great Sunday - the Feast of Feasts. Easter Sunday: Great Sunday - the Feast of Feasts. Easter Sunday: Great Sunday - the Feast of Feasts.  The Christian year reaches its supreme moments in the celebration of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word, risen indeed in our human flesh, glorified in that flesh, triumphant over the mortality of that flesh.
Again and again, the liturgy resounds with the cry of “alleluia!”, as the people reborn through the Paschal Mystery wait in joyful hope
of the day when they, too, will share the glory of the risen Lord.

Ceremonies of the Liturgical Year, No. 312



HOLY  WEEK  SCHEDULE

March 19 ~ Vigil Mass of Passion (Palm) Sunday: 5:30 PM
Confessions: 3:00 - 5:00 PM

March 20 ~ Passion (Palm) Sunday
Masses: 8:15, 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM

March 21 ~ Monday of Holy Week
Mass: 7:30 AM

Confessions: 6:45 - 7:15 AM and 12:00 - 1:00 PM
Annual Seder Meal in Hall/Gym: 6:30 PM (reservations required)

March 22 ~ Tuesday of Holy Week
No Masses or Exposition at St. Joseph

Chrism Mass: Cathedral of St. John the Baptist (Charleston): 11:00 AM

March 23 ~ Wednesday of Holy Week
Mass: 7:30 AM

Confessions: 4:00 - 5:00 PM

March 24 ~ Holy Thursday
Mass of the Lord’s Supper and Mandatum: 7:00 PM
Adoration at the Altar of Repose (Hall/Gym) until 10:00 PM

March 25 ~ Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
day of fast and abstinence

Stations of the Cross followed by beginning of Divine Mercy Novena: 12:00 noon
Veneration of the Cross and

Liturgy of the Passion and Death of Our Lord: 3:00 PM

March 26 ~ Holy Saturday
Morning Prayer & Blessing of the Easter Food: 9:45 AM

No Confessions or 5:30 PM Mass
The Great Easter Vigil

Gather Outside for Blessing of the Easter Fire: 7:45 PM
Vigil Mass Begins: 8:00 PM

March 27 ~ Easter Sunday
The Resurrection of the Lord

Masses:
  8:15 AM in the Church
  8:30 AM in the Hall/Gym
10:30 AM in the Church
10:45 AM in the Hall/Gym
12:15 PM in the Church

March 28 ~ Easter Monday
Church & Parish Office Closed

please note: Due to safety and comfort concerns, once
the pews of the Church are filled for the 8:15 & 10:30
AM Masses, the faithful will be directed to the Hall/
Gym for the 8:30 & 10:45 AM Masses.

Thank you for your cooperation!



THE FATIMA STORY NO. 2
To help you prepare for the visit of the International Pilgrim Virgin Statue of Our Lady of Fatima

to St. Joseph on May 13, we present the second in a six-part series on The Fatima Story.

World War I was threatening to annihilate Europe. To end the conflict, Pope Benedict XV began

a novena to the Queen of Peace on May 5, 1917.  On May 13, the last day of the novena and at

that time the feast of Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament, Our Lady responded to the

prayers of the Pope and her children by appearing for the first time at Fatima. Her message,

with its hopeful promise, as well as its strong warning, was meant for the whole world.

May 13, 1917                         

May 13 was a Sunday, and Francisco, Jacinta, and Lucia went to early Mass.  Then, they took their flocks of sheep to

the Cova da Iria to graze them.  After they had eaten their lunches and said their prayers, they were playing some

games when they saw what appeared to be a flash of lightning.  Thinking a thunderstorm was approaching, they

decided to head home with their flocks, but had only gone a few more steps when there was another flash.  Then

before them, on a small holmoak tree, they saw a lady dressed in white.  Lucia described her as being “more

brilliant than the sun, and radiated light more clear and intense than a crystal glass filled with sparkling water, when

the rays of the burning sun shine through it.”  Lucia also added that she wore a mantle and a tunic that seemed to

be made of light.  Around her neck was a cord with a little ball of light.  There was a star toward the bottom of her

tunic.  In her hands were rosary beads which shone like stars, with the crucifix the most radiant of all.  Sensing the

children’s apprehension, Our Lady hastened to calm them by saying, “Do not be afraid.  I will do you no harm.”

While all three children saw Our Lady, only Lucia and Jacinta could hear her; and only Lucia spoke with her.  Lucia

asked Our Lady where she was from and what she wanted.  Our Lady told Lucia that she was from heaven and that

she wanted the children to return there on the 13
th

 of each month for the next six months and at the same hour.

Our Lady said that later on she would tell them who she was and what she wanted.  Lucia then asked if the three

visionaries would go to heaven, and Our Lady said they would, but that Francisco would have to say many rosaries.

Lucia next asked if some of her friends who had died were in heaven, and was told about purgatory.  Our Lady then

asked the visionaries an important question that is at the heart of this first apparition, “Are you willing to offer

yourselves to God and bear all the sufferings He wills to send you, as an act of reparation for the sins by which He is

offended, and of supplication for the conversion of sinners?”  After the children enthusiastically agreed, Our Lady

told them, “Then you are going to have much to suffer, but the grace of God will be your comfort.”  A light from Our

Lady then enveloped the children and consoled them greatly.  According to Lucia, the rays from that light

“penetrated our hearts and the innermost depths of our souls, making us see ourselves in God.”  Moved by an

interior impulse, the children then fell to their knees and repeated in their hearts, “O most Holy Trinity, I adore You!

My God, My God, I love You in the Most Blessed Sacrament.”  Our Lady then made another request of them, “Pray

the Rosary every day to obtain peace in the world and an end to the war.”   This apparition stressed that by praying

the Rosary daily, coupled with sacrifice, the hidden mystery and Source of Eternal Life which is revealed, yet hidden

in the Blessed Sacrament, will begin to unfold and be revealed.  It is the secret in obtaining peace in the world.

June 13, 1917                         

In Portugal, June 13 is a day of great celebration because it is the feast of one of their great patrons, St. Anthony,

and in Fatima, there was added celebration because the parish church was named after St. Anthony.  Instead of

attending the celebrations, the three little visionaries went to the Cova da Iria for their appointed meeting at noon

with “the beautiful Lady from Heaven.”   About fifty people accompanied them to the apparition site, and once

there, they prayed the rosary.  The children saw a light coming toward them, and suddenly Our Lady was present on

the holmoak tree like she had been in May.  When Lucia asked what she wanted, Our Lady told her to come back on

July 13 with Francisco and Jacinta; to pray the Rosary every day; and for Lucia to learn to read.  Lucia asked for

healings and cures for certain people.  She then asked if Our Lady would take the three visionaries to Heaven and

was told, “Yes, I will take Francisco and Jacinta soon.  But you are to stay here some time longer.  Jesus wishes to



make use of you to make me known and loved.  He wants to establish in the world devotion to my Immaculate

Heart.”  As soon as Our Lady finished speaking, she opened her hands and communicated to the children an

immense light that enveloped them, just as what happened at the end of her first apparition.  In this light, the

children saw themselves submerged in God.  Francisco and Jacinta appeared to be in a part of the light that was

rising to Heaven, while Lucia was in a light spreading over the earth.  This vision confirmed what Our Lady had just

told the children about their futures.  Finally, the children saw the heart of Our Lady surrounded with thorns, which

represented the offenses committed against her.  These were the sins which needed reparation, and the children

were eager to offer it.

July 13, 1917                        

A crowd of about 4,000 people was present in the Cova da Iria for the July 13
th

 visit of Our Lady.  Lucia again asked

Our Lady what she wanted with her, and Our Lady responded, “I want you to come on the 13
th

 of next month; to

continue to pray the rosary every day in honor of Our Lady of the Rosary, in order to obtain peace in the world and

the end of the war, because only she can help you.”  Lucia’s second concern arose from the skepticism and ridicule

she endured from her own family, especially her mother, and others who did not believe in the apparitions.  Lucia

asked Our Lady to tell them who she was and to work a miracle so that everybody would believe that she was

appearing.  Our Lady said, “Continue to come here every month.  In October, I will tell you who I am and what I want,

and I will perform a miracle for all to see and believe.”  Our Lady then taught the little shepherd children to pray the

Sacrifice Prayer often, especially when making a sacrifice:  “O Jesus, it is for love of You, for the conversion of

sinners, and in reparation for the sins committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary.”  As Our Lady was finishing

the prayer, she opened her hands and showed the children a terrifying vision of hell, the First Secret.  Lucia later

said that if Our Lady had not already told them that they were going to heaven, they may have died of fright.  Our

Lady then said, “You have seen hell where the souls of poor sinners go.  To save them, God wishes to establish in the

world devotion to my Immaculate Heart.  If what I say to you is done, many souls will be saved and there will be

peace.”   After the vision of hell, Our Lady taught the children another special prayer, the Decade Prayer, to be

prayed at the end of each decade or mystery of the Rosary, “O my Jesus, forgive us our sins; save us from the fires

of hell; and lead all souls to Heaven, especially those in most need of Thy mercy.”  The overwhelming experience of

seeing hell, along with the sorrow with which Our Lady spoke of it and her desire that many souls be saved,

motivated the children to work unceasingly for the conversion of sinners and the salvation of souls.  In the Second

Secret of her July apparition, Our Lady went on to say, “The war (WWI) is going to end.  But if people do not cease

offending God, a worse one will break out during the pontificate of Pius XI.  “When you see a night illumined by an

unknown light, know that this is the great sign given by God that He is about to punish the world for its crimes by

means of war, famine, and persecutions of the Church and of the Holy Father.  To prevent this, I shall come to ask for

the consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart and the Communion of Reparation on the First Saturdays.  If my

requests are heard, Russia will be converted and there will be peace; if not, she will spread her errors throughout the

world, causing wars and persecutions of the Church.  The good will be martyred.  The Holy Father will have much to

suffer.  Several nations will be annihilated.  In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph.  The Holy Father will

consecrate Russia to me, and she will be converted, and a period of peace will be granted to the world.  In Portugal,

the dogma of the Faith will be reserved.”  The Third Secret was a prophetic vision of events that unfolded before the

children.  The first thing the visionaries saw was an angel with a flaming sword in his left hand, and with his right

hand, he pointed to the earth crying, ”Penance. Penance. Penance.”  The next vision was of a large number of

people making their way up a steep mountain, at the top of which was a cross.  Leading the procession of people up

the mountain was a bishop dressed in white.  Just as the Holy Father was killed in the vision, so also were all of

those who followed after him, martyrs who died because of their love for Christ and the Church.  The Third Secret

ended with a focus on the blood of the martyrs of the twentieth century and the great graces that were poured

forth upon the whole Church.  The children understood that the merits of the martyrs of the 20
th

 century were

supplying strength to the Church entering the 21
st
 century.
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Sign up for a Hearts Afire Retreat 

The ‘One Thing’ is Three 

 

The stage two retreats focus on wisdom and works of 

mercy.  We begin Stage Two with  part 1, The ‘One 

Thing’ Is Three and its accompanying group-study 

program. The purpose of Stage Two is to give group members a 

kind of crash-course in Catholic theology and to offer various 

opportunities, ideas, and support for works of mercy.    

 

This ten week retreat begins April 5 at 6:15PM in the Corley 

Room of the Ministries Building.  This retreat discovers how the 

Most Holy Trinity explains everything. With humor and ease, Fr. 

Michael Gaitley, MIC, deftly unlocks the “one thing,” the key to 

the Church’s wisdom, and the greatest mystery of the Catholic 

faith: the Most Holy Trinity. The ‘One Thing’ is Three makes 

deep theology accessible to everyday Catholics.  An ideal 

resource for all who want to learn, love and live their faith.  

This retreat includes independent reading, video talks by Fr. 

Gaitley and group discussion.  

 

 

Please return by 3/25/2016 
 

 

Name____________________________________________ 
 

Phone________________  Email____________________ 

Please indicate materials needed: 

Retreat Guide - Cost $  5.00 ______________ 
 

Retreat Companion – Cost $30.00   ______________ 

Includes Retreat Companion, Retreat Guide for Part 2: ‘You 

Did It to Me’ and CD: ‘The Farewell Discourse’ 

     Total included   ______________ 
 

Checks should be made payable to “St. Joseph Women’s Society.”  

If you have questions contact Gwen Skipper at (803) 345-2250 or gwenskip@bellsouth.net. 


