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The Saint Joseph Women’s Society are friends in faith who share the Gospel; serve the 

parish, community, and world; and mold strong Catholic woman leaders. 
 

 

 

A Note from Janet 
 

When we enter St. Joseph Church we know 
we are in the presence of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We know in the way Mankind knows 
anything – through our senses of sight, 
sound, smell, taste, and touch.   
 

We see the Son of God, a human like us, 
looking down from the cross, giving us the 
love and forgiveness of His Father.  We hear 
His voice as the celebrant of the Mass 
speaks the words of the Gospel.  We smell 
the incense, reminding us that we are in a 
holy place. We taste the bread and wine, 
now consecrated to become the Body and 
Blood of our Lord in the Eucharist.  And we 
touch Christ in the person near us to whom 
we extend the sign of peace.   
 
In all these ways we know that Jesus Christ, 
Himself, is truly present here for us as we 
carry His Presence with us into the wider 
world. 
 

Janet O’ Keeffe 
 

 

 

 

When life gives you more  

than you can stand... 

KNEEL! 

 

 

 

 

Birthright Baby Shower and 

Tea Room Lunch 

 
 

The Women’s Society sponsored a parish-
wide baby shower to provide help for women 
facing a crisis pregnancy. Baby clothing, 
disposable diapers, and other items for 
infant care were collected in the Narthex of 
the Church from July 23 to July 31.  
Members of our parish were extremely 
generous and the items were delivered to 
Birthright the following week.   
 

We also hosted the Fourth Annual Tea 
Room lunch to raise funds for Birthright.  The 
luncheon was held on July 27 in the Donor 
Hall of the new Ministries and Administration 
Building.   All proceeds went directly to 
Birthright.   
 

A Special Thank You to Libit Woodington for 
chairing this event and to all those who 
helped by preparing food, decorating, 
serving tables, and cleaning up.  Special 
thanks to those who came or encouraged 
others to come to the luncheon.  All helped 
make the Birthright Tea Room luncheon a 
great success.   
 
We raised close to $2000 for Birthright. The 
exact amount that was raised will be 
reported at the September meeting.  (See 

letter from Birthright  on the last page of the 
newsletter.) 

 



Message from President 
Mary Sue Barnum 

                               
Summer is a time for relaxing, spending 
precious time with family and friends and 
traveling.  I hope that each of you got some 
time to do all of this!  Even though summer 
is generally our group’s slow time – it sure 
did go by fast - and I know that you were all 
busy.  I ask that you please keep members 
of the Women’s Society in your prayers and 
also their family members.  Prayers work 
wonders. 
 
I offer the following as a partial outline of the 
activities and events that will be part of the 
focus of SJWS in the coming months.   
 
Bed Rolls for the Homeless 
 

We are making bed rolls from plastic grocery 
bags!  (See article on the next page)  If you 
are interested in helping with this community 
project, call Mary Reeves at 331-7521. 
 
Snack Pack Program 
 

We will continue this community project in 
September.  We meet every other week 
during the school year in the St. Vincent de 
Paul Pantry to pack bags of food for children 
to take home for the weekend.  If you would 
like to help, please call Rebecca Rotureau at 
261-9432. 
 
St. Joseph Women’s Society Meeting  
 

Our next meeting will be on Sunday, 
September 17 at 1:30pm in the Ministries 
and Administration Building.  A light lunch 
will be provided.   
 
Belk Charity Sales 
 

The Fall Belk sale in October will help us 
with expenses for our 70th Birthday 
Celebration.  The focus for the Spring Sale 
will be on supporting Parish Programs for 
Youth.   

Ministries Expo 
 

Did you know there is going to be a 
Ministries Matter! Expo in October.  What a 
great way for the Women’s Society to show 
the diversity and range of activities.  Maybe 
other women in the parish will want to 
become new members!  More information 
will follow.  Think about ways you might 
participate.  
 
Birthday Celebration! 
 

Someone is celebrating a 70th Birthday in 
2018!  The St. Joseph’s Women’s Society 
has been a ministry of St. Joseph Church 
since 1948!  We are taking suggestions on 
how to celebrate.  Do you have any ideas?  
Think about this.  We will discuss more at 
the September meeting. 
 
Lent 2018 
 

The Women’s Society has been asked to 
provide soups again on one Friday during 
Lent after Stations of the Cross and Mass.   
 
Annual Fundraiser 
 

The Ways and Means Committee met in 
July.  We will have the November food sale 
and will also sell the crafts left from last 
year’s Festival.  The committee is 
investigating the possibility of selling note 
cards of the St. Joseph Church as part of our 
fundraising activity. 
 
Columbia Deanery Meeting  
 

In September, date and location to be 
announced.   
 
Questions or suggestions? 
Mary Sue Barnum 
marysuebarnum@att.net 
 
The 2017 SJWS directory will be available at the 
September meeting for those who have not 
picked theirs up. 

 

mailto:marysuebarnum@att.net


Operation Bed Roll 

New Community Outreach Project 
 

Operation Bed Roll is a “Create, Conserve, 
and Care” partnership between City of 
Columbia Recycling, Sonoco Recycling, City 
of Columbia Art Center, EdVenture and 
Sustainable Midlands. 
 
This project takes plastic bags - cut and 
looped together - to make “plarn” ( plastic 
bag yarn).  This “plarn” is then crocheted to 
make a bed roll.  The bed rolls are given to 
the homeless to use as a layer of protection 
from the cold ground. 
 
If you would like to work on this project - we 
need people to cut the bags, loop the 
pieces together to form the “plarn” and 
volunteers to crochet the bed rolls. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering  please 
contact Mary Reeves at 331-7521.  You can 
do this at home, and/or we will meet at a 
place to be decided and work on the bedrolls 
together. 
 
Several SJWS members are already 
involved on this project.  We are planning to 
give what we make to Catholic Charities. 
 
 

 

 

Calendar 
September 17 SJWS Monthly Meeting 
After 12:15 Mass in MAB Building. 
 
September  
Columbia Deanery Meeting 
 
 
November 18 & 19 
From Devine Kitchens food sale 
 

 
 

Letters 

 

From Project San Pedro 
Dear Godmother, 
St. Joseph Women’s Society 
The reason for this letter is to thank you for all 
the support you have given me, it has helped me 
a lot in my studies.   
Hoping that you will continue to help in 
everything, I bid you farewell 
And may the Blessed Virgin continue to pour you 
many blessings, 
 
Sincerely, 
Micaela Ixchel Cruz Cruz 
------------------------ 
From Belk 
May 22, 2017 
Congratulations! 
 
We want to thank your organization for 
participating in our Spring Charity Event.   
We appreciate your help and enjoyed meeting 
your volunteers…. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jaime Valdez 
Columbia Regional Manager 
---------------------------- 
From Oliver Gospel Thrift 
 
July 27, 2017 
 Many thanks for letting us model 
fashions from Oliver Gospel Thrift.  We had such 
fun.  The luncheon cuisine was wonderful, the 
desserts fabulous.   
 It was a delightful event and so well 
organized. 
  
Ruth Lee Lam 
 
 
 
 
 



From St. Vincent de Paul Society 
June 9, 2017 
 
Dear Julie, 
 Please thank all of the members of the 
Women’s Society for the generous donation of 
$200 to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.  We are 
only glad that the space was available in our 
pantry for you all to use in your mission to help 
feed those children in Richland County who need 
the help.  Our purpose in keeping those shelves 
was in anticipation of someone using them and I 
am happy that is worked out for the Women’s 
Society.  You ladies do so much for the parish 
and our community and we are proud to be 
affiliated in some way with your efforts. 
 We will pray for all of you in our prayers 
of thanksgiving at our next meeting. 
In Christ, 
Russ Jones 
Treasurer 
---------------------- 
From Yvonne Pygatt 
To the Women of St. Joseph’s Society, 
Thank you for your prayers, support and concern 
shown during the passing of my husband.  It was 
much appreciated.  Thanks also for the love, 
God Bless! 
--------------------- 
 
 

Mark Your Calendar 

2018 SCCCW Convention 

 
Friday, March 9, 2018  

Through 
 Sunday, March 11, 2018 

at 

North Charleston Marriott 

4770 Goer Drive 

North Charleston, SC 29406 

 

 
 

From Birthright of Columbia 
August 2, 2017 
On behalf of Birthright of Columbia, thank you, 
the members of the St. Joseph Women’s Society,  
for your continued support and the generous 
donation of baby health care items and baby 
clothes.  WOW!  It was like Christmas in July!   
 
These items will enable Office Volunteers to 
provide positive assistance and aid to girls and 
women faced with an unplanned or problem 
pregnancy.  The dollar does not stretch, in many 
instances to obtain such important items, like 
baby powder and baby lotion.  This is such a 
blessing to Mom and baby! 
 
Special thanks for the Tea Room Luncheon 
celebration.  What a delightful setting with 
delicious food and desert!  Georgia Tempesco, 
the newly hired Program Director,  and I had an 
enjoyable time at the Luncheon.  The baby 
clothes, health care items and donations convey 
a message of hope.  I greatly appreciate your 
leadership and spirit. 
 
Please keep Birthright in your prayers.  Thank 
you. 
 
Blessings, 
Hank Chardos 
Executive Director and Co-Founder 
 
 


