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The Saint Joseph Women’s Society are friends in faith who share the Gospel; serve the 

parish, community, and world; and mold strong Catholic woman leaders. 
 

 

 

A Patriotic Rosary  

 
No matter what your political persuasion is,  I 
am sure that we all agree that our country 
faces serious challenges and prayer is 
needed.   The Patriotic Rosary was 
introduced at the 2008 SCCCW 
convention.  It is outlined in a book that 
contains thoughts of our founding fathers.  
These thoughts and comments give one 
food for thought. 
 
Each Hail Mary of the Rosary is offered up 
or one of the 50 states and the people who 
live there.  The rosary can be prayed 
individually or a group can get together 
once a week to say this rosary. 
 
The book can be obtained from: Caritas of 
Birmingham – 
http://shop.medjugorje.com/patriotic-rosary-
p/bk1005.htm 
or  call (205)672-2000 – Ext. 315 
 
Hopefully if enough of us pray for our 
country our prayers will be answered.   
 

Claire Wagner 

 

Birthright Baby Shower and 

Tea Room Lunch 

 

 
 

The Women’s Society is sponsoring a 
parish-wide baby shower to provide help for 
women facing a crisis pregnancy. Baby 
clothing, disposable diapers, and other items 
for infant care are needed. These items will 
be collected from July 23 to July 31.   
 

Also, we are hosting the fourth annual Tea 
Room lunch to raise funds for Birthright.  The 
luncheon will be held on July 27 from 11:30 
AM  to 1:30 PM in the Donor Hall of  the new 
Ministries and Administration Building.   All 
proceeds will go directly to Birthright.  This 
event has been greatly enjoyed by many in 
past years while raising funds to support a 
very worthy cause.  Watch the Sunday 
bulletin for announcements about the event.   
 

Libit Woodington will be asking for help to 
prepare food and serve this event.  If you 
cannot help physically you can make a 
contribution to purchase food for the lunch.  
Last but certainly not least be sure to make 
your reservation early and invite a friend.  
 

 
Contact Libit Woodington at 695-0307 or 
stjoewomen@aol.com  to make reservations 

for the luncheon. 
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Message from President 

                               
Hope you all are having a delightful summer.  
The temperature in June has felt somewhat 
like July.  I can’t wait for August.   
 
We want to extend many thanks to John and 
Pat Wegrzynowski for opening their lovely 
home to us for our summer social.  The 
efforts of those who helped with preparing 
appetizers and desserts were greatly 
appreciated.  This was truly a Delightful 
event.    
 
Many of our members are having a busy 
summer.  What fun we have had at the craft 
sessions, creating lovely items for the Fall 
Sale.  Our focus was recycling or ‘up’cycling 
as we like to say.   
 
Our members are putting lots of energy into 
planning and preparing for the events 
sponsored for the benefit of Birthright of 
Columbia.  I know you will all support the 
Birthright Baby Shower and the annual Tea 
Room Luncheon.   
 
 

Gwen Skipper 
 

Our Festival of Foods, Baskets, and Gifts 

for the Entire Family 

Save the Dates November 19 & 20 

 
Plans are well on the way for our fall sale :  From 
the Devine Kitchens, A Festival of Foods, 
Baskets, and Gifts for the Entire Family!   
 
This year we will use the entire gym in the 
Rowland Education Building for our sale.  One 
area of the gym will be set up with different 
sections, such as, Christmas Wonderland, The 
Kitchen Nook,  and Back to Nature.  So far this 
summer  we hosted four crafts sessions where 
ladies worked on shell ornaments, snowmen, 
Angels, and yard art.  It was a great opportunity 
to get together and enjoy creating items for the 
sale. 
 

The second area, "Holiday Delights", will have all 
the delicious casseroles and sweets that the 
wonderful Women's Society ladies make each 
year.   Many families, not only in our parish, look 
forward to these holiday treats.   
 
The final area in the gym will be The SJWS 
Café.  When families come to shop, they can 
buy individual treats to enjoy with a cup of coffee 
in the Café.   
 
New plans are underway to host "Make, Take, 
and Donate" casserole workshops in October.  
We are plan to offer cooking sessions, for a $10 
fee, for an individual to create two casseroles: 
one to take home and one to donate to the fall 
sale.  The individual facilitating the session will 
purchase all ingredients and assist individuals in 
preparation of the dishes.  Sessions will be 
limited to six people.  Two (2 hour) sessions per 
day will be held on Friday, October 7 and 
October 21.   Similarly there will be two sessions 
on Saturday morning October 8th and 22nd.   If 
you would like to lead a cooking session or have 
a recipe that you think would be enjoyed give 
Claire Wagner or Gwen Skipper a call. 
 
We also look forward to fall crafts sessions 
which will include creating wreaths and mini 
Christmas trees among other items.  Dates for 
these sessions are to be determined. 
 
Please consider joining us for any of the craft 
sessions or casserole workshops.  We need all 
hands on deck to help the weekend of the sale 
(November 19 & 20).  There is room for 
everyone beginning with set-up on Saturday 
morning, working during the sale Saturday 
evening and Sunday morning and don’t forget 
the break down on Sunday afternoon.   Contact 
Gwen Skipper, Julie Rotureau, Peggy Britt, or 
Maria Carrero to find out how you might help. 
 
Thank you and we hope you will come have fun 
with us! 
Saint Joseph Women's Society Ways and 
Means Committee 
 
Maria Carrero  mariadccarrero@hotmail.com , or  
Julie Rotureau  rotureau@att.net , or   
Gwen Skipper  gwenskip@bellsouth.net 
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A Million Works of Mercy!   
By Gwen Skipper 

 
I have been asked, Why should I report my 
personal works of Mercy?  Isn’t this bragging?   
 
My response is that the most important thing is 
that we answer Pope Francis’ call to be merciful.  
We move toward what we think about.  By 
participating in this effort to perform a million 
works of mercy, I believe that we will be 
predispositioned toward acts of mercy.  If all of 
the women of National Council of Catholic 
Women are acting with mercy, we can change 
the world.  Jesus tells St. Faustina “ My 
daughter, look into My Merciful Heart and reflect 
its compassion in your own heart and in your 
deeds, so that you, who proclaim my mercy to 
the world, may yourself be aflame with it”.(1688)   
Jesus also tell Faustina, “Be always merciful as I 
am merciful.  Love everyone out of love for me, 
even your greatest enemies, so that my mercy 
may be fully reflected in your heart”.(1695) 
 
So how do I do mercy?  The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church in paragraph 2447 states “ The 
works of mercy are charitable actions by which 
we come to the aid of our neighbor in his 
spiritual and bodily necessities.  Instructing, 
advising, consoling, comforting are spiritual 
works of mercy, as are forgiving and bearing 
wrongs patiently.  The corporal works of mercy 
consist of especially in feeding the hungry, 
sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, 
visiting the sick and imprisoned and burying the 
dead.  Among all of these, giving alms to the 
poor is one of the chief witnesses to fraternal 
charity; it is also a work of justice pleasing to 
God.”    
 
The depth of mercy is a lot broader than these 
simple titles.  Helping prepare a funeral meal is 
comforting the sorrowful.  Every time you go to 
Mass you pray for the living and the dead.  
When you say your daily prayers you probably 
pray for friends and family.  Also, in this year of 
mercy many books have been written that help 
broaden our understanding of mercy: Doors of 
Mercy by Fr. Jeffrey Kirby with Brian Kennelly; 
You did it to Me by Fr. Michael Gaitley to name a 
couple.  Also, a list of ideas from the NCCW was 

passed out at the April meeting.  If you would 
like another copy of the list let me know.    
 
You are busy and wonderfully merciful women.  I 
know that.  I see that in what you do.   If you 
have been reporting your acts of mercy, I thank 
you.  If you have not,  it’s not too late.  You can 
furnish the list directly to Julie Rotureau at 
rotureau@att.net.  A report will not be furnished 
until the Feast of Christ the King in November.   
 
 
 
 

 

Calendar 
July 7 & 8 -  Crafts sessions 
  (See fund raiser article) 
 
July 23 to 31-  Birthright Baby Shower 
  (see Baby Shower article) 
 
July 27  Birthright Tea Room Lunch  
 (reservations required) 
 
September 18 SJWS Monthly Meeting 
After 12:15 Mass in MAB Building. 
 
September 25 Columbia Deanery Meeting 
 
October 7, 8, 21 & 22 
"Make, Take, and Donate" casserole workshops 
 
November 19 & 20 
From Devine Kitchens Festival 
 

 
 

 

2017 SCCCW Convention 

 

March 24 – 25, 2017 

 

Columbia Marriott Hotel 
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