
Volume 2019, Issue 2

The Catholic Diocese of Charleston

Annual Appeal
2019 Bishop's

- FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS - 

The Bishop's Annual Appeal (BAA), is a primary source 

of funding to help sustain and expand the ministries of 

the 94 parishes, 20 missions, 34 Catholic schools, and 

multiple agencies throughout the Diocese of 

Charleston.

What is the Bishop's 
Annual Appeal?

We are stewards of the gifts God blesses us with, and 

this includes our money. Yes, we might EARN it, but 

only because God has first given us our talents and 

gifts to utilize in the world. We are called to share 

what we have been given. Jesus said, “Amen, I say to 

you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers 

of mine, you did for me.”

Why should people 
give to the Appeal?

Yes! Each of us must discern what we can give in 

response to God’s generosity to us. If our gift is 

intentional, even though small, it is a gift of good 

stewardship and an act of faith. Together, everyone in 

the diocese makes a tremendous difference – 

accomplishing far more than any one of us could on our 

own. Your participation and the joy and love that you 

share by supporting your brothers and sisters in Christ 

is what’s most important.

Does my gift make a 
difference, even if it’s small?
 

The Catholic Church offers outreach and serves the 

needs of so many people in our diocese and beyond – 

Catholic or not. We are called to serve others and to 

invite them into communion with Jesus Christ and His 

Church by living out the Gospel. The ministries 

supported by the Appeal provide tangible ways to 

help so many who are in need, offer education and 

formation to build up strong disciples in the faith, 

education for our future priests, and so much more.

Why do we need these 
ministries and programs?

No, donations to the BAA are restricted. The diocese 

has designated these funds to be used only for the 

purpose in which the donations were intended. The 

diocese has an obligation to honor the wishes of the 

donors and use these funds for the purpose they were 

collected.

Can the funds raised by the Annual 
Appeal be used for anything other 
than their stated purpose?

The Church’s mission is advanced in important ways 

through both the Bishop’s Annual Appeal and the 

Bicentennial Campaign. In some areas, the  Appeal 

supports the daily operation of critical ministries 

throughout our diocese, while the Bicentennial 

Campaign funds more strategic, comprehensive, long-

range, and larger scale initiatives to help the Church 

serve its people and prepare for doing the Lord’s work 

in the future.

What’s the difference between 
the Bishop’s Annual Appeal and 
the Bicentennial Campaign?

Want to learn more?

Please contact the Office of Stewardship and Mission Advancement at 

(843) 261-0438 or baa@charlestondiocese.org




